3io                     THE AGE OF REASON
marked out for high office, as Controller-General. The State
could still be saved, for Turgot, if unflinchingly supported,
was the man to do it; or, as Voltaire said, " If anyone can
re-establish the finances, it is he."1
Anne Robert Jacques Turgot was forty-four years old when
he became Controller-General. He belonged to an old official
family, was educated at the famous Lycee Louis le Grand of
Paris and at the Sorbonne. His original intention was to enter
the priesthood, but when the time came to make the final
decision he was not prepared. He had become philosophe and
sceptical. He was one of the collaborators in the Encyclopaedia,
and wrote a particularly remarkable article in it on " Existence."
Entering on an administrative career, he rose to be intendant of
Limoges in 1761, and for over twelve years was the model and
beloved administrator of that formerly unhappy and misman-
aged district. After his intendancy Turgot had a few months
as Minister of Marine, before becoming Controller-General.
In character Turgot resembled Pascal. In a dissipated and
pleasure-loving age he was a severe moralist, a devotee, indeed
a martyr, to duty. To achieve the good of humanity was his
religion. His manner was modest and innocent. He blushed
easily, but would spontaneously break out with laughter at little
comic incidents. His countenance was noble and benevolent;
his will, when he saw what was the right thing to do, absolutely
immovable. People said that he was in too great haste for
reform. His answer was that time was flying, and that in his
family the men died at the age of fifty. Besides, there can be
no doubt that if the State was to be reformed, and collapse
prevented, it must be done quickly. History has proved this.
In Billow's Memoirs the former German Chancellor, speak-
ing of his later years, when he helplessly could see the approach-
ing ruin of the Empire, wrote (quoting Herodotus): " Worst
of all the sorrows in the world is to see a future misfortune
and yet be impotent to avert it. This worst of all sorrows
has been mine." Turgot's practical knowledge and experience
at Limoges, as well as his studies in history, economics, philo-
1 Voltaire,Lettres,September7,1774,apud$6gux,op. cti., vol.i,p. 143.